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Topic:  

NMFS is proposing to install a 75kW hydropower project on Lake Osprey to provide power to their 

research station located in an inventoried roadless area at Little Port Walter on the Sitka Ranger 

District. The District would like to move forward with NEPA by starting scoping.  The anticipated 

decision date would be in May 2010.  NMFS received stimulus funding for the project and hopes to 

have significant portion of the work completed during the summer of 2010. 

Issue: 

NMFS submitted an application for a special use authorization for the hydropower project that 

would include a 1,800-foot 16-inch pipeline at Lake Osprey, a hydropower plant in a 20-foot by 20-

foot powerhouse, a 4,060-foot 5 kV submarine cable, and a 540-foot buried transmission line near 

the station. The station is dependent on stand-alone diesel generation and burns roughly 22,000 

gallons annually.   
 

Background: 

The existing research facility is located in a Remote Recreation Land Use Designation (LUD). A 

Forest Plan amendment is needed to adjust the LUD to allow for the existing and new development.  

The facilities are authorized under a 1984 Interagency Agreement but a SUP will be used to 

approve the entire facility, including the hydroelectric improvements.   

 

Key Points: 

 The proposed project is in an inventoried roadless area 

 No roads are proposed, but trees would be removed in the areas being developed 

 If approved, scoping would begin immediately. 
 

 

More Information: 

Forrest Cole  Forest Supervisor  907-228-6200  fcole@fs.fed.us  
Barbara Stanley     R10 Energy Program Mgr 907-228-6262           bstanley@fs.fed.us 
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